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well as disqualifying provisions adopt-
ed or made effective on or after Sep-
tember 2, 1974. 

(Secs. 401(b), 7805, Internal Revenue Code of 
1954 (88 Stat. 943, 68A Stat. 917; 26 U.S.C. 
401(b), 7805)) 

[T.D. 7437, 41 FR 42653, Sept. 28, 1976, as 
amended by T.D. 7896, 48 FR 23817, May 
27,1983; T.D. 7997, 49 FR 50645, Dec. 31, 1984; 
T.D. 8217, 53 FR 29662, Aug. 8, 1988; T.D. 8727, 
62 FR 41273, 41274, Aug. 1, 1997; T.D. 8871, 65 
FR 5433, Feb. 4, 2000]

§ 1.401(e)–1 Definitions relating to 
plans covering self-employed indi-
viduals. 

(a) ‘‘Keogh’’ or ‘‘H.R. 10’’ plans, in gen-
eral—(1) Introduction and organization of 
regulations. Certain self-employed indi-
viduals may be covered by a qualified 
pension, annuity, or profit-sharing 
plan. This section contains definitions 
contained in section 401(c) relating to 
plans covering self-employed individ-
uals and is applicable to employer tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 
1975, unless otherwise specified. 

The provisions of section 401(a) relat-
ing to qualification requirements 
which are generally applicable to all 
qualified plans, and other provisions 
relating to the special rules under sec-
tion 401 (b), (f), (g), (h), and (i), are also 
generally applicable to any plan cov-
ering a self-employed individual. How-
ever, in addition to such requirements 
and special rules, any plan covering a 
self-employed individual is subject to 
the rules contained in §§ 1.401 (e)–2, (e)–
5, and (j)–1 through (j)–5. Section 
1.401(e)–2 contains general rules, 
§ 1.401(e)–5 contains a special rule lim-
iting the contribution and benefit base 
to the first $100,000 of annual com-
pensation, and § 1.401 (j)–1 through (j)–5 
contains special rules for defined ben-
efit plans. Section 1.401(e)–3 contains 
special rules which are applicable to 
plans covering self-employed individ-
uals when one or more of such individ-
uals is an owner-employee within the 
meaning of section 401(c)(3). Section 
1.401(e)–4 contains rules relating to 
contributions on behalf of owner-em-
ployees for premiums on annuity, etc., 
contracts and a transitional rule for 
certain excess contributions made on 
behalf of owner-employees for em-
ployer taxable years beginning before 

January 1, 1976. The provisions of this 
section and of §§ 1.401(e)–2 through 
1.401(e)–5 are applicable to employer 
taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 1975, unless otherwise specified. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) [Reserved] 

[T.D. 7636, 44 FR 47053, Aug. 10, 1979]

§ 1.401(e)–2 General rules relating to 
plans covering self-employed indi-
viduals. 

(a) ‘‘Keogh’’ or ‘‘H.R. 10’’ plans; intro-
duction and organization of regulations. 
This section provides certain rules 
which supplement, and modify, the 
qualification requirements of section 
401(a) and the special rules provided by 
§ 1.401(b)–1 and other special rules 
under subsections (f), (g), (h), and (i) of 
section 401 in the case of a qualified 
pension, annuity, or profit-sharing plan 
which covers a self-employed indi-
vidual who is an employee within the 
meaning of section 401(c)(1). Section 
1.401(e)–1(a)(1) sets forth other provi-
sions which also supplement, and mod-
ify, these requirements and special 
rules in the case of a plan described in 
this section. The provisions of this sec-
tion apply to employer taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 1975, un-
less otherwise specified. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[T.D. 7636, 44 FR 47053, Aug. 10, 1979]

§ 1.401(e)–3 Requirements for quali-
fication of trusts and plans bene-
fiting owner-employees. 

(a) ‘‘Keogh’’ or ‘‘H.R. 10’’ plans cov-
ering owner-employees; introduction and 
organization of regulations. This section 
prescribes the additional requirements 
which must be met for qualification of 
a trust forming part of a pension or 
profit-sharing plan, or of an annuity 
plan, which covers any self-employed 
individual who is an owner-employee as 
defined in section 401(c)(3). These addi-
tional requirements are prescribed in 
section 401(d) and are made applicable 
to such a trust by section 401(a)(10)(B) 
and to an annuity plan by section 
404(a)(2). However, to the extent that 
the provisions of §§ 1.401(e)–1 and 
1.401(e)–2 are not modified by the provi-
sions of this section such provisions 
are also applicable to a plan which cov-
ers an owner-employee. The provisions 
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of this section apply to taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 1975, un-
less otherwise specified. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[T.D. 7636, 44 FR 47053, Aug. 10, 1979]

§ 1.401(e)–4 Contributions for pre-
miums on annuity, etc., contracts 
and transitional rule for certain ex-
cess contributions. 

(a) In general. The provisions of this 
section prescribe the rules specified in 
section 401(e) relating to certain con-
tributions made under a qualified pen-
sion, annuity, or profit-sharing plan on 
behalf of a self-employed individual 
who is an owner-employee (as defined 
in section 401(c)(3) and the regulations 
thereunder) in taxable years of the em-
ployer beginning after December 31, 
1975. In addition, such plans are also 
subject to the limitations on contribu-
tions and benefits under section 415 for 
years beginning after December 31, 
1975. However, the defined contribution 
compensation limitation described in 
section 415(c)(1)(B) will not apply to 
any contribution described in this sec-
tion provided that the requirements 
specified in section 415(c)(7) and § 1.415–
6(h) are satisfied. Solely for the pur-
pose of applying section 4972(b) (relat-
ing to excise tax on excess contribu-
tions for self-employed individuals) to 
other contributions made by an owner-
employee as an employee, the amount 
of any employer contribution which is 
not deductible under section 404 for the 
employer’s taxable year but which is 
described in section 401(e) and this sec-
tion shall be taken into account as a 
contribution made by such owner-em-
ployee as an employee during the tax-
able year of his employer in which such 
contribution is made. 

(b) Contributions described in section 
401(e)—(1) An employer contribution on 
behalf of an owner-employee is de-
scribed in section 401(e), if— 

(i) Under the provisions of the plan, 
the contribution is expressly required 
to be applied (either directly or 
through a trustee) to pay the pre-
miums or other consideration for one 
or more annuity, endowment, or life in-
surance contracts on the life of the 
owner-employee. 

(ii) The employer contributions so 
applied meet the requirements of sub-

paragraphs (2) through (5) of this para-
graph. 

(iii) The amount of the contribution 
exceeds the amount deductible under 
section 404 with respect to contribu-
tions made by the employer on behalf 
of the owner-employee under the plan, 
and 

(iv) The total employer contributions 
required to be applied annually to pay 
premiums on behalf of any owner-em-
ployee for contracts described in this 
paragraph do not exceed $7,500. For 
purposes of computing such $7,500 
limit, the total employer contributions 
include amounts which are allocable to 
the purchase of life, accident, health, 
or other insurance. 

(2)(i) The employer contributions 
must be paid under a plan which satis-
fies all the requirements for qualifica-
tion. Accordingly, for example, con-
tributions can be paid under the plan 
for life insurance protection only to 
the extent otherwise permitted under 
sections 401 through 404 and the regula-
tions thereunder. However, certain of 
the requirements for qualification are 
modified with respect to a plan de-
scribed in this paragraph (see section 
401(a)(10)(A)(ii) and (d)(5)). 

(ii) A plan described in this para-
graph is not disqualified merely be-
cause a contribution is made on behalf 
of an owner-employee by his employer 
during a taxable year of the employer 
for which the owner-employee has no 
earned income. On the other hand, a 
plan will fail to qualify if a contribu-
tion is made on behalf of an owner-em-
ployee which results in the discrimina-
tion prohibited by section 401(a)(4) as 
modified by section 401(a)(10)(A)(ii). 

(3) The employer contributions must 
be applied to pay premiums or other 
consideration for a contract issued on 
the life of the owner-employee. For 
purposes of this subparagraph, a con-
tract is not issued on the life of an 
owner-employee unless all the proceeds 
which are, or may become, payable 
under the contract are payable di-
rectly, or through a trustee of a trust 
described in section 401(a) and exempt 
from tax under section 501(a), to the 
owner-employee or to the beneficiary 
named in the contract or under the 
plan. For example, a nontransferable 
face-amount certificate described in 
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